14        A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

round Himself the necessary matter from space, ensouls it
with His own life, and this life within this subtle matter, this
Mulaprakriti, is the Atma, the Self, the Spirit, in every
particle. Fohat, the energy of the Logos, says H. P. B.,
" digs holes in space ", and no description could be finer and
truer.   That whirling energy forms innumerable vortices,
each shaped by the divine energy and the axes of growth,
and each shelled with the matter of space, Atma in a shell
of Mulaprakriti, spirit in a shell of matter, the /< atoms " of
the adi, or highest plane, the first. Some of these remain
as " atoms " ; others join together and form " molecules " ;

" molecules " join together and make more complex mole-
cular combinations ; and so on till six sub-planes below the
atomic are formed. (This by analogy with what may be
observed below, since these highest planes are incognizable.)
Now comes the forming of the atoms of the second plane.
Their measure and axes of growth being fixed as above
described by the Third Logos, some of the atoms of the adi,
or first, plane draw round themselves a shell of the combi-
nations of their own lowest sub-plane; the Spirit plus its
original shell of kosmic matter (Mulaprakriti), or the atom of
the first plane, is the spirit of the second plane, and per-
meates the new shell, formed out of the lowest-grade com-
binations of itself. These shells, thus ensouled, are the atoms
of the anupadaka, or second, plane. By the ever more
complicated aggregations of these the remaining six sub-
planes are brought into being. Some of the atoms of the
anupadaka plane, in like manner, become clothed with the
aggregations of their own lowest sub-plane, and thus become
the atmic atoms, the Spirit now being clothed with two